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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Loving God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

During these cold, early-darkening
days, we ask Your special blessing
upon those who labor in the Nation’s
Capitol.

Help the Members of the House and
those of the Senate to act wisely and
carefully in the important work they
do. In the waning days of the session,
may they continue to heed the voices
of all their constituents, both those
who voted for them and those who did
not.

May all that is done within the peo-
ple’s House be for Your greater honor
and glory.

Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. LANCE) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. LANCE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five requests for l-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

CONGRATULATING FOOTBALL
STATE CHAMPIONS

(Mr. LANCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, 1 rise
today to congratulate three State high
school football champions in New Jer-
sey’s Seventh Congressional District:
Westfield High School, North
Hunterdon High School, and Somer-
ville High School.

Westfield High School finished its
year with its third consecutive State
championship and with its 37-consecu-
tive-game winning streak intact. The
North Hunterdon Lions won their divi-
sion, and Somerville High School fin-
ished as State football champions with
award-winning Coach Jeff Vanderbeek
at the helm.

I congratulate the communities and
families supporting our student ath-
letes. I also congratulate all of the fac-
ulty and coaches who devote them-
selves to cultivating and nurturing the
talent of these athletes.

Each of those public schools, in addi-
tion to athletic achievement, has also
been recognized for academic achieve-
ment regularly across the Nation,
highlighting that New Jersey’s reputa-
tion of having among the best public
schools in the Nation continues.

—————

TAX POLICY LEAVES BEHIND
NATIVE AMERICANS

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, as Repub-
licans continue to rush their tax plan
through both Houses of Congress, they
leave behind tens of millions of Ameri-
cans to give deficit-exploding tax
breaks to the absolute wealthiest.
They are also leaving behind some
really important Americans: our Na-
tive American brothers and sisters.

For years, issues of taxation and how
Federal tax policy impacts Tribal gov-

ernments have been the subject of dis-
cussion, and for those years that we
have talked about the need for tax re-
form, there have been continuous
promises made to Tribal governments
that we will deal with these inequities,
these issues of double taxation in
Tribes.

For example, a Tribal member who
gets an adoption through a Tribal
court doesn’t qualify for an adoption
tax credit. That is just one example of
the many ways that Federal tax policy
does not anticipate or recognize Tribal
governments. But they have been left
behind again.

This bill should be written in a way
that actually addresses the real prob-
lems in the Tax Code. It does not.

——
BILL OF RIGHTS DAY

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, today I
wish to commemorate Bill of Rights
Day. Initially, this was passed by Con-
gress in August of 1941 as a joint reso-
lution, signed by Franklin Delano Roo-
sevelt on November 27, 1941, where, in
his words: “I . . . do hereby designate
December 15, 1941, as Bill of Rights
Day. And I call upon the officials of the
government, and upon the people of the
United States, to observe the day by
displaying the flag of the United States
on public buildings and by meeting to-
gether for such prayers and such cere-
monies as may seem to them appro-
priate.”

The Bill of Rights was first intro-
duced by James Madison, who later be-
came the fourth President. Initially, 12
amendments were proposed. Two were
not ratified. One did become ratified
later on in compensation of Congress in
1992.

There were 14 original copies pro-
duced of the Bill of Rights at the time,
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